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R8C BRIEFING i3 May 1964

DIA and DOS review(s) completed. INDOCHINA MILITARY

I. It gererally accepted fact that war in Indochina will be

won Oor lost in Tonkin delta,

&C

B.

c.

Militarily, its control means hold on most densely

populated (7,000,000) area.

1. It contains second best seaport in Indochina
and four of the six major airfieiﬂs.

Economically, Viet Minh capture would give it

light iadustrial facilities which far beyond what

At now has,

1. Also, delts norwally produces about 2,000,000
&tons rice annually.

Peychologically, it is triditional center of

rmationalism in Vietnaw and its loss would deal

heavy blew to anti-Communist morale in rest of

Yietnam,
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1¥V. The American army attaché in Satgorn believes that entire

Dien Bien Phu force can return to delta, combat-ready,

by 2 June. Thus over 25X1
/fﬁﬁuﬁ &t
4gﬁhattalions could be brought to bear on the delta,

both from the outside and within; in addition to these
regular troops, there would be reserves of regional
forces, now reportediy ordered north of deltz for training.

A. The army attaché expects the Viet Minbk to move
swiftly and attempt with maxisum streangth to force
decision in delta before intense rains bhog down
eperations, around 15 July.

B. Our American military observers in Saigon believe
control of delta airfields is key to this struggle;
if airfields are lost, Hanoi, like other strong-
holds, will become another Dien Bien Phu.

C. Although enemy movewent from Dien Bien Phu not
yet discerned, air ahaervation shows that Viet
¥inh has abandoned its AA ewmplacexents.

¥. Viet ¥inh now has 37mm AA guns protecting its supply

route Irom Caobang southward toward the delta, 25X1

Approved For Release 2003/12/19 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000300020026-4




25X1

25X1
Approved For Relea|se 2003/12/19 : CIA-RDP79ROOSQ})A000300020026-4

-3 -

viI. In Cambodia, invasion in early April by two regular Viet
Kinh battzlions upset delicate balance between Cambodian
army and enemy guerrilleass.

A, 8hift of Cambodian units to meet threat in northeast
exposed south and central portions of country to

increassed enemy harassment,
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ﬁenerai O'Daniel, after 10-11 Nay visit to Phoom

Penh, commented on strong defensive-mindedness
LW - bucfmeé Rt e s

of Cambodians (&ng -by--Brench’) and :ailure

of Canhadians to view Yiet Minh ﬁbreat ian&ww&

l&ght-afﬂnut&en— ﬂV&&Gd.?h@bQ!ﬁﬂvvf' e

0'Buniel believes Cambodinns must form three light

4 L

divisions by November, otherwise country will be

under heavy Viet Minh invasion.

Laniel, in an apparent reversal of Freaoch strategy, this

week told Dillop in Paris that the French wmight be forced

to withdraw coupletely from Laos and Cambodia in order

to protect key aremas of Vietnam,

A.

B.

Buch a withdrawal from Laos would deliver that
eountry to the Viet Minh in short order.

Cambodia could be expected to opypose the Yiet Minh
vhgunnBEly in the hope of US technical aid. put
any Viet Minh intervention in division strength
would bring about its quick collzpse.

25X1

Approved For Releasp 2003/12/19 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000300020026-4




